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Abstract
Assessment practices in Islamic Education have predominantly
relied on written tests that emphasize cognitive outcomes, often
neglecting students’ attitudes and skills. This study aims to
examine the implementation of authentic assessment as a
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Article Information:

Islamic education, performance theoretically appropriate for measuring the internalization of
assessment, teacher competence, Islamic values and students’ real-life behavior. However, their
character education implementation faces significant challenges, particularly related

to administrative complexity and limited instructional time. This
study highlights the need for more practical assessment designs
and the enhancement of teachers’ competencies in developing
objective assessment trubrics to support effective character
education.

INTRODUCTION

Islamic Education carries a fundamental mandate to develop learners who are
not only intellectually competent but also possess strong moral integrity and spiritual
awareness. However, current evaluation practices reveal a significant gap between
these ideal objectives and their implementation in educational settings. Fatmawati
(2025) highlights that assessment practices in madrasah are still predominantly
oriented toward cognitive aspects, particularly rote memorization, resulting in the
neglect of affective and psychomotor domains that are essential for character
formation. This condition aligns with Andriyani & Fadriati (2022), who argues that
partial evaluation fails to capture students’ holistic development as required by
national education goals.

In response to this limitation, the evaluation paradigm needs to shift toward
authentic assessment. From a theoretical perspective, Villarroel et al (2018) defines
authentic assessment as a process that requires students to demonstrate their
competencies through tasks that reflect real-life contexts. This approach is consistent
with the principles of the independent curriculum, which emphasizes the
development of student profiles through comprehensive assessment instruments, as
discussed by (Ramli et al., 2025) and further elaborated in assessment guidelines by
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(Styana & Sahlan, 2025). Despite its recognized importance, the implementation of
authentic assessment faces substantial challenges. Empirical studies by Febrianda &
Sesmiarni (2025); Rosfiyani et al (2020) indicate that its application is often hindered
by administrative complexity and limited instructional time available to teachers.
Therefore, this study aims to analyze the gap between theoretical foundations and
practical constraints in order to formulate more adaptive and meaningful evaluation
strategies.

Furthermore, authentic assessment is not merely an evaluative technique but
represents a paradigm shift in understanding learning outcomes. It emphasizes the
integration of knowledge, skills, and values in meaningful contexts, allowing learners
to demonstrate their competencies in a holistic manner (Hidayati et al., 2025;
Jaworski et al., 2018; Supriyanto, 2021). In the context of Islamic Education, this
approach is particularly significant because learning objectives extend beyond
cognitive mastery to include the internalization of ethical and spiritual values.
Therefore, assessment practices must be aligned with these multidimensional goals to
ensure that evaluation reflects not only what students know, but also how they
behave and apply their knowledge in real-life situations (Authentic & Sekolah, 2015;
Keininen et al., 2018; Villarroel et al., 2018).

In addition, the effectiveness of authentic assessment is closely linked to
teachers’ pedagogical competence. Designing performance-based tasks, developing
clear assessment criteria, and ensuring objectivity in scoring require a high level of
professional expertise (Agyeman, 2024; Harris et al.,, 2009; Thacker et al., 2018).
Without adequate training and support, teachers may struggle to implement authentic
assessment consistently and effectively. This challenge highlights the need for
continuous professional development programs that focus on assessment literacy,
particularly in constructing valid and reliable rubrics that can capture complex
learning outcomes in Islamic Education.

Moreover, previous studies have largely focused on either the theoretical
conceptualization of authentic assessment or its practical implementation in limited
contexts. However, there remains a lack of integrative analysis that systematically
connects theoretical foundations with empirical realities, especially within the context
of Islamic Education. This gap indicates the need for a comprehensive examination
that not only reviews existing theories but also critically analyzes practical challenges
faced by educators in applying authentic assessment in real classroom settings (Harris
& Hofer, 2011; Shiu, 2025; Thacker et al., 2018).

Based on these considerations, this study positions itself as an effort to bridge
the gap between theory and practice in authentic assessment. By employing a content
analysis approach, this research seeks to provide a more integrated understanding of
how authentic assessment can be effectively implemented despite existing
constraints. The findings are expected to contribute to the development of more
practical assessment models and to offer insights for educators and policymakers in
improving evaluation practices that support holistic student development.

METHODS

This study employs a qualitative research approach using content analysis as
the primary analytical method. This approach is selected to systematically examine
conceptual frameworks and synthesize empirical findings from scientific literature in
order to explore the gap between theoretical ideals and practical implementation in
Islamic Education (Ates & Afat, 2018; Baxter & Jack, 2015; Chang et al., 2023;
Engkizar et al., 2023; Engkizar et al., 2025). In this context, the researcher acts as the
primary instrument who identifies, classifies, and interprets relevant textual data
without direct experimental intervention. This method is consistent with the
perspective of document-based analysis in educational evaluation, as highlighted by
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Ebil et al (2020); Subedi (2022), which emphasize the importance of analyzing
written sources to understand trends in educational policy and practice.

The data sources in this study are divided into primary and secondary sources.
Primary data consist of authoritative theoretical references on authentic assessment.
The main reference is the foundational work of Villarroel et al (2018), which
emphasizes that authentic assessment should be based on students’ performance in
real or meaningful tasks rather than proxy tests. In addition, the work of Styana &
Sahlan (2025) on learning assessment is used as a standard reference for constructing
valid test and non-test instruments.

Secondary data are derived from peer-reviewed journal articles published
between 2023 and 2025 that report empirical findings related to assessment practices.
These include studies by Fatmawati (2025) on the reconceptualization of evaluation
in madrasah, as well as specific case studies such as the implementation of pilgrimage
simulation practices by (Ulya et al., 2025) and the analysis of teacher constraints in
secondary education by (Febrianda & Sesmiarni, 2025). Additional supporting data
are obtained from comparative studies on teachers’ strategies in implementing
authentic assessment, including works by (Hidayati et al., 2025; Rosfiyani et al., 2020).

Data collection is conducted through documentation techniques by
systematically identifying and selecting literature relevant to authentic assessment,
teacher competence, and curriculum implementation in Islamic Education. The
collected data are analyzed using miles and huberman procedures, which involve data
reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing. This process enables the comparison
between theoretical perspectives and practical findings, leading to the formulation of
more adaptive and meaningful evaluation strategies (Asipi et al., 2022; Engkizar et al.,
2024; Thalib, 2022; Wijaya, 2018).

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Reconstruction of the Evaluation Paradigm in Islamic Education: From
Traditional to Authentic Assessment

The dynamics of evaluation in Islamic Education over the past decade indicate
a fundamental paradigm shift from traditional testing toward more contextual and
meaningful assessment approaches. The literature analysis reveals that this
transformation is driven by critical concerns regarding the dominance of objective
test-based evaluation, which tends to be reductive. Fatmawati (2025), in her critical
study on the reconceptualization of assessment in madrasah, emphasizes that existing
evaluation practices remain largely confined to lower-order cognitive domains, such
as rote memorization of texts and legal definitions, thereby separating religious
knowledge from its practical application. In contrast, the essence of Islamic
education extends beyond the transfer of knowledge to the internalization of values
that are reflected in moral conduct and real-life behavior. This argument is reinforced
by Andriyani & Fadriati (2022), who asserts that the shift in the teacher’s role from
knowledge transmitter to facilitator necessitates assessment tools capable of
capturing students’ holistic development rather than merely final outcomes.

From a theoretical perspective, this shift is grounded in the concept of
authentic assessment introduced by (Villarroel et al., 2018). Authentic assessment not
simply as an alternative to multiple-choice testing, but as an evaluative process that
requires learners to demonstrate their competencies through tasks relevant to real-
wortld challenges. This definition aligns with the principles of educational evaluation
outlined by (Subedi, 2022), which emphasize that assessment must comprehensively
cover cognitive, affective, and psychomotor domains. In the context of Islamic
Education, this implies that students should not only be assessed on procedural
knowledge of prayer but also on their ability to perform it with accuracy and sincerity
in accordance with religious guidelines (Baroud et al., 2025; Kassymova et al., 2025).

Ahlussunnah: Journal of Islamic Education 8 5
Vol. 5, No. 1, pp. 83-91, 2026



Julhadi, J., Metriadi, M., Sasputra, H., Syarif, M., Adhitya, A.

The relevance of this approach becomes increasingly significant within the
framework of the independent curriculum, which prioritizes character development.
Ramli et al (2025) demonstrate that authentic assessment serves as an effective
strategy for supporting holistic student profiles, as it enables continuous monitoring
of character development rather than relying solely on periodic examinations.
Furthermore, Hidayati et al (2025) highlight that diverse assessment techniques allow
teachers to evaluate affective dimensions such as honesty, responsibility, and
discipline, which are often ovetlooked in conventional testing. Therefore, the
integration of authentic assessment in Islamic Education represents not merely a
methodological preference but an epistemological necessity to unify knowledge,
practice, and ethical conduct.

Implementation of Authentic Assessment Techniques in Islamic Education

The implementation of authentic assessment requires diversification of
evaluation instruments beyond conventional written tests. Based on the analysis of
instructional practices across educational levels, three primary techniques have
proven effective in assessing students’ competencies holistically: performance
assessment, project-based assessment, and portfolio assessment.

Performance Assessment in Practical Religious Activities

Performance assessment is predominantly applied in subjects related to
jurisprudence and worship practices. This technique requires students to demonstrate
specific skills that are directly observed and evaluated using structured rubrics. A case
study conducted by Ulya et al (2025) at the elementary level provides empirical
evidence of its effectiveness. In teaching pilgrimage practices, simulation-based
performance assessment significantly improved students’ conceptual understanding
(85%) and practical skills (78%). This success is grounded in experiential learning,
where students actively perform rituals rather than merely memorizing procedures.

During this process, teachers simultaneously assess psychomotor accuracy,
cognitive understanding, and affective engagement. This finding aligns with Styana &
Sahlan (2025), who argue that non-test instruments such as observation sheets offer
higher content validity in measuring process-based competencies compared to
written tests. Rosfiyani et al (2026) further note that at the secondary level,
performance assessment is effectively used in collaborative tasks such as funeral
management practices, where teamwork and empathy are evaluated alongside
technical competence.

Project and Portfolio Assessment as Learning Documentation

In addition to immediate performance evaluation, authentic assessment is
implemented through long-term project and portfolio-based approaches. Wahyuni
(2023) demonstrates that project-based assessment in jurisprudence learning such as
mapping charitable practices within communities enhances students’ critical thinking
and problem-solving skills. Similarly, Achmad et al (2022) confirm that problem-
based authentic assessment significantly improves students’ analytical abilities in
addressing contemporary religious issues.

Portfolio assessment, on the other hand, functions as a longitudinal record of
students’ development. Muhalli (2021) developed a portfolio-based assessment
instrument for elementary students that includes worksheets, creative outputs, and
reflective journals. The validation results indicate a high level of feasibility (96%), as
the instrument provides a comprehensive picture of student development beyond
numerical scores. Furthermore, portfolio assessment facilitates self-assessment,
encouraging students to engage in reflective learning processes, as emphasized by
(Ebil et al., 2020).

Integration of Assessment and Learning Outcomes

The application of diverse authentic assessment techniques shows a positive

correlation with improved learning outcomes. Safuroh et al (2024), through
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classtoom action research, demonstrate that the transition from conventional to
authentic assessment significantly increased students’ average scores from 78.4 to
85.3. More importantly, this improvement extends beyond academic achievement to
include greater student engagement in the learning process. Authentic assessment
fosters a participatory learning environment, where students are evaluated not only
on correct answers but also on effort, process, and attitude.

Dynamics and Challenges of Implementation

Despite its theoretical advantages, the implementation of authentic assessment
faces substantial challenges in practice. The synthesis of recent empirical studies
reveals a significant gap between curricular expectations and teachers’ capacity to
execute complex assessment procedures. These challenges are multidimensional,
encompassing administrative burden, time constraints, and limited pedagogical
competence (Asril et al., 2023; Engkizar et al., 2023; Khaleel et al., 2025; Syaifudin et
al., 2025; Voogt et al., 2013; Zein & Ramadhona, 2020).

Febrianda & Sesmiarni (2025) identify administrative complexity as the most
dominant challenge. Unlike objective tests, authentic assessment requires detailed
rubrics for multiple domains, making the process time-consusming and demanding.
This burden becomes more pronounced in large classrooms, where teachers struggle
to conduct in-depth observations. Consequently, assessment practices often become
procedural rather than authentic, reducing their validity and effectiveness.

Time constraints also pose a critical limitation. Wahyuni (2023) notes that
performance and project-based assessments require extended time for preparation,
implementation, and feedback. However, limited instructional hours often compel
teachers to revert to conventional methods. Additionally, Boini et al (2023) highlight
difficulties in developing valid and reliable assessment instruments, particularly in
translating competencies into measurable indicators. Without clear descriptors,
assessment outcomes are prone to subjectivity bias, undermining their credibility.
Adaptive Strategies and Development Solutions

To address these challenges, adaptive strategies are required to ensure effective
implementation without overburdening teachers. One key solution is the
development of standardized yet flexible assessment instruments. Hidayati et al
(2025) suggest establishing shared assessment frameworks that can be collaboratively
developed and adapted by teachers, reducing administrative workload.

Another strategy involves integrating peer and self-assessment as
complementary data sources. Muhalli (2021) shows that involving students in the
evaluation process enhances both efficiency and reflective learning. Additionally,
strengthening teacher competence through collaborative professional development,
such as lesson study and classroom action research, is essential. Safuroh et al (2024)
demonstrate that continuous reflective practice significantly improves teachers’
assessment skills (Kalsum et al., 2025; Mutiaramses et al., 2025).

Overall, the implementation of authentic assessment in Islamic Education
requires continuous adaptation. Despite existing challenges, collaborative strategies
and professional development can ensure that assessment practices effectively
support holistic student development.

CONCLUSION

Based on a comprehensive analysis of theoretical foundations and empirical
evidence, this study concludes that authentic assessment represents a highly relevant
evaluation approach for achieving the holistic objectives of Islamic Education.
Theoretically, this approach shifts the evaluation paradigm from a focus on cognitive
memorization toward performance-based assessment that integrates knowledge,
practical skills, and spiritual attitudes. Empirical findings from various studies
indicate that the implementation of simulation, project-based, and portfolio
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assessment consistently enhances students’ conceptual understanding, practical
competencies, and engagement in the learning process.

However, the implementation of authentic assessment faces significant
operational challenges. This study identifies a substantial gap between theoretical
expectations and practical application, particularly due to the administrative
complexity of assessment instruments and limited instructional time. In addition,
variations in teachers’ competencies in translating affective indicators into
measurable rubrics remain a critical issue. Therefore, this study suggests the need for
simplifying assessment instruments without compromising their validity. Adaptive
strategies, such as the development of standardized assessment frameworks through
teacher collaboration forums, the integration of peer assessment, and continuous
professional development through lesson study, are essential to support sustainable
implementation. These findings contribute both theoretically, by reinforcing the role
of authentic assessment in holistic education, and practically, by offering actionable
strategies for improving assessment practices in Islamic Education.
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