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                                          Abstract 
This study aims to describe the implementation of a 
multicultural Islamic education model oriented toward religious 
moderation in improving students’ tolerance attitudes at Islamic 
junior high schools. This study employed a qualitative approach 
using a case study design. Data were collected through in-depth 
interviews, participatory observation, and documentation 
involving the principal, Islamic Education teachers, and students 
selected through purposive sampling. The validity of the data 
was ensured through source and technique triangulation, while 
the data were analyzed thematically through data reduction, data 
display, and conclusion drawing. The findings revealed that the 
implementation of multicultural Islamic education oriented 
toward religious moderation was able to enhance students’ 
tolerance attitudes, as reflected in mutual respect, appreciation 
of differences, and inclusive social interactions within the 
madrasah environment. The implementation model was carried 
out through the integration of multicultural values into the 
learning process, school culture, and students’ religious activities. 
In addition, the role of teachers as facilitators, support from 
madrasah policies, and the strengthening of a religious 
moderation-based curriculum became the main factors 
contributing to the successful implementation of the model. The 
implications of this study indicate that multicultural Islamic 
education can serve as an effective strategy for strengthening 
religious moderation and fostering a sustainable culture of 
tolerance within Islamic educational institutions. 

 
INTRODUCTION 

Islamic education holds a strategic position in shaping students’ character, not 
only in terms of intellectual achievement but also in developing balanced religious, 
social, and moral values in facing the realities of a pluralistic society. In the 
Indonesian multicultural context, diversity in ethnicity, culture, language, and religion 
is an unavoidable social reality. This condition requires an educational system capable 
of instilling the values of tolerance, respect for differences, and inclusive attitudes in 
everyday life. In this regard, Islamic education, as part of the national education  
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system, has an important responsibility to cultivate these values through planned and 
sustainable learning processes (Amhag et al., 2019). 

However, the reality within madrasahs indicates that the implementation of 
multicultural values has not yet been fully optimized. Some students still demonstrate 
exclusive attitudes, lack openness toward differences, and are unable to consistently 
internalize tolerance values in their social interactions. This condition reflects a gap between 
the ideal goals of Islamic education and the actual learning practices implemented in 
educational institutions. Therefore, innovation in Islamic Religious Education learning is 
needed, not only focusing on cognitive aspects but also on character and attitude formation 
based on multicultural values and religious moderation (Sumadiyah & Wahyuni, 2024). 

Theoretically, multicultural education in Islam emphasizes the principles of justice, 
equality, and respect for differences as part of sunnatullah (divine law). Multicultural education 
is not only intended to develop an understanding of diversity but also to foster tolerant and 
inclusive social attitudes. In addition, the concept of religious moderation serves as an 
essential foundation for developing balanced religious perspectives, avoiding extremism, and 
accepting differences openly. The integration of multicultural education and religious 
moderation is expected to shape students who are able to coexist peacefully within a 
pluralistic society (Mursalin et al., 2024). 

The development of globalization and advances in information technology have also 
significantly influenced students’ perspectives in understanding social realities and diversity. 
The rapid flow of information is often not accompanied by adequate religious literacy, which 
may lead to biased understanding, intolerant attitudes, and even potential identity-based 
social conflicts. In this context, Islamic education is required to function as a value filter 
through strengthening religious moderation within the learning process so that students are 
not easily influenced by extremist ideologies that contradict the values of Islam as rahmatan lil 
‘alamin (a mercy to all creation) (Al Maulani & Khasanah, 2025). 

In addition to social and technological developments, the role of Islamic Religious 
Education teachers is also crucial in the process of internalizing multicultural and religious 
moderation values in madrasahs. Teachers function not only as conveyors of learning 
materials but also as role models in fostering a culture of tolerance within the school 
environment. Nevertheless, challenges remain regarding teachers’ pedagogical readiness to 
systematically and structurally integrate these values into classroom learning. This condition 
indicates the need for a more applicable and practical educational model that can be 
effectively implemented in classroom learning processes (Heryana et al., 2024). 

On the other hand, the current Islamic education curriculum has actually provided 
space for the development of character values, including tolerance and religious moderation. 
However, its implementation at the institutional level remains suboptimal due to the absence 
of a learning model that comprehensively integrates a multicultural approach. As a result, the 
learning process tends to be normative and has not fully addressed the deeper formation of 
students’ social attitudes. The gap between curriculum concepts and learning practices 
demonstrates the need for an Islamic education model that is more operational and 
applicable in systematically integrating the values of tolerance and religious moderation. 

Several previous studies have examined multicultural-based Islamic education in 
improving students’ tolerance attitudes. However, most of these studies remain descriptive 
and primarily focus on the general implementation of multicultural values. Previous research 
has also rarely provided a structured, applicable, and comprehensive educational model 
integrated with the concept of religious moderation. Furthermore, the implementation of 
multicultural values in learning often depends on individual teachers’ creativity, resulting in 
uneven application across educational institutions (Jauhari & Suwendi, 2025). 

Based on these conditions, this study proposes a multicultural Islamic education 
model oriented toward religious moderation as an effort to strengthen students’ tolerance 
attitudes in Islamic junior high schools (Madrasah Tsanawiyah). This model emphasizes the 
systematic and sustainable integration of multicultural values and religious moderation into 
learning processes, school culture, and students’ social interactions. The novelty of this study 
lies in integrating multicultural educational approaches with the reinforcement of religious 
moderation within the context of Islamic education in madrasahs in an operational and 
applicable manner. 

Therefore, this study aims to examine and describe the implementation of a 
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multicultural Islamic education model oriented toward religious moderation in improving 
students’ tolerance attitudes at Madrasah Tsanawiyah. This study is expected to contribute 
theoretically to the development of Islamic education studies, particularly in the fields of 
multicultural education and religious moderation. In addition, this study is also expected to 
provide practical contributions for teachers and educational institutions in designing more 
inclusive, contextual, and relevant learning processes that meet the needs of multicultural 
societies in the current and future global era (Muhaemin & Das, 2026). 

 
METHODS 

This study employed a qualitative approach using a case study design to gain an 
in-depth understanding of the implementation of a multicultural Islamic education 
model oriented toward religious moderation in improving students’ tolerance 
attitudes at Madrasah Tsanawiyah (Islamic junior high schools). The case study 
approach was chosen because it allows researchers to explore phenomena holistically 
within real-life contexts, particularly those related to learning processes, school 
culture, and social interactions within the madrasah environment (Engkizar, Jaafar, 
Hamzah, Syafril, Febriani, et al., 2026; M et al., 2026; Tadol et al., 2025). 

The study was conducted at an Islamic junior high school that implements the 
reinforcement of religious moderation and multicultural educational values in its 
learning activities. The research participants consisted of the principal, Islamic 
Religious Education teachers, and students selected through purposive sampling. The 
selection of informants was based on their direct involvement in the learning process 
and the implementation of multicultural values within the school environment. This 
technique was used to ensure that the data obtained were relevant to the focus and 
objectives of the study. 

Data were collected through in-depth interviews, participatory observation, 
and document analysis. Interviews were conducted to obtain information regarding 
the informants’ understanding, experiences, and perspectives related to the 
implementation of multicultural Islamic education and religious moderation. 
Participatory observation was carried out to directly observe classroom learning 
processes, students’ social interactions, and the culture of tolerance developed within 
the madrasah environment. Meanwhile, document analysis was used to support the 
research data through the examination of learning materials, curriculum documents, 
school programs, and religious activity documents (Engkizar et al., 2023; 
Mutiaramses et al., 2025). 

The data were analyzed using the interactive model of Miles, Huberman, and 
Saldaña, which includes data condensation, data display, and conclusion drawing 
conducted systematically. The analysis process was carried out continuously from the 
stage of data collection to interpretation in order to obtain a comprehensive 
understanding of the phenomenon under investigation (Engkizar et al., 2026; Kaema 
& Ulwi, 2025; Rambe et al., 2025). The trustworthiness of the data was ensured 
through source triangulation and technique triangulation to maintain the consistency 
and credibility of the data obtained from various informants and data collection 
methods. In addition, member checking was conducted to enhance the validity of 
data interpretation so that the findings could be scientifically justified (Akyuni et al., 
2025; Engkizar et al., 2026; Susanto et al., 2023). 

 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The findings of this study indicate that the implementation of multicultural 
Islamic education within the madrasah environment has made a positive contribution 
to the development of students’ tolerance attitudes. The process of Islamic Religious 
Education learning focused not only on the delivery of religious knowledge but also 
on the integration of multicultural values and religious moderation into classroom 
learning activities. Teachers applied contextual and dialogical approaches by relating 
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learning materials to the social realities encountered by students in their daily lives. 
This approach provided students with opportunities to understand differences as 
part of social life that must be accepted and respected. 

Based on the observations, students began to demonstrate changes in their 
social interactions within the school environment. These changes were reflected in 
increased mutual respect, openness toward differing opinions, and the ability to 
collaborate with peers from diverse backgrounds. During the learning process, 
teachers also implemented heterogeneous group discussions that encouraged 
students to interact actively and build inclusive communication. These findings 
indicate that multicultural-based learning is capable of fostering students’ social 
character to become more tolerant and open to diversity. 

Furthermore, the integration of religious moderation values into the learning 
process significantly influenced students’ perspectives in understanding Islamic 
teachings. Islamic Religious Education teachers actively connected learning materials 
with the realities of pluralistic social life, enabling students to understand that 
differences are part of sunnatullah that must be respected. In interviews, several 
students stated that learning activities emphasizing moderation values helped them 
become more open-minded and less susceptible to extremist religious views. The 
internalization of moderation values was carried out through habituation, reflective 
discussions, and teachers’ role modeling in everyday life within the school 
environment. These findings are consistent with previous studies suggesting that 
character education based on religious moderation can shape students’ perspectives 
to become more balanced and inclusive (Mulyawati et al., 2024). 

This study also found that the role of teachers as facilitators and role models 
was a major factor in the successful implementation of multicultural Islamic 
education. Teachers functioned not only as providers of knowledge but also as 
examples of fairness, openness, and respect for differences in their daily interactions 
with students. Observations revealed that students tended to imitate teachers’ 
attitudes in building social relationships with their peers. When teachers 
demonstrated inclusive and democratic attitudes during the learning process, students 
more easily developed tolerant attitudes within the school environment. This finding 
confirms that teacher role modeling is one of the most effective educational 
strategies for internalizing multicultural and religious moderation values (Busral et al., 
2025; Inayatillah et al., 2022; Ningsih et al., 2025). 

On the other hand, school culture also played an important role in supporting 
the successful implementation of multicultural education. The institution created a 
conducive environment through the habituation of mutual respect, collective 
religious activities, and student character development programs. School leadership 
supported the implementation of religious moderation values through various 
institutional policies aimed at fostering inclusive social interactions within the 
educational environment. Interactions among students from different backgrounds 
became an effective medium for social learning in developing tolerance and 
cooperation. These findings indicate that multicultural education is not limited to 
classroom activities but is also shaped through the overall school culture (Sasa et al., 
2025). 

In addition to teacher and school culture factors, the curriculum also became 
an important element in supporting the implementation of multicultural Islamic 
education. The curriculum provided opportunities for integrating tolerance and 
religious moderation values into the learning process, particularly in Islamic Religious 
Education subjects. However, the findings revealed that the implementation of 
multicultural values still depended largely on the creativity and competence of 
individual teachers due to the absence of structured operational guidelines for 
multicultural-based learning. This condition resulted in varying levels of students’ 
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understanding of tolerance values across different classes. Therefore, a more 
systematic and applicable learning model is needed to ensure the consistent 
implementation of multicultural education within the madrasah environment 
(Ningrum & Putri, 2025). 

Overall, the findings demonstrate that the integration of multicultural Islamic 
education and religious moderation has made a significant contribution to improving 
students’ tolerance attitudes. The internalization of values was carried out through a 
combination of classroom learning, teacher role modeling, school culture, and 
continuous social interaction among students. These findings reinforce the view that 
Islamic education functions not only as a means of transferring knowledge but also 
as a process of transforming social and spiritual values in shaping students who are 
moderate, inclusive, and capable of living peacefully within a multicultural society 
(Gunawan et al., 2019). 

 
CONCLUSION 

This study concludes that the implementation of multicultural Islamic 
education oriented toward religious moderation contributes significantly to 
improving students’ tolerance attitudes within the madrasah environment. The 
integration of multicultural values through contextual and dialogical learning 
approaches encourages students to become more inclusive, open-minded, and 
respectful of differences. The successful implementation of this educational 
approach is supported by teachers’ roles as facilitators and role models, as well as by 
inclusive school culture and institutional policies promoting religious moderation. 
The findings indicate that the integration of multicultural education and religious 
moderation can serve as an effective strategy for strengthening tolerance culture in 
Islamic educational institutions. The novelty of this study lies in the integration of 
multicultural values and religious moderation through classroom learning, teacher 
role modeling, and school culture in a systematic manner. Nevertheless, continuous 
reinforcement is still needed to ensure that these values become deeply embedded in 
students’ character. Future research is recommended to explore more applicable and 
technology-based multicultural learning models in different educational contexts. 
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